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W h o ’ s  B e h i n d  S O L I D ?  
 
SOLID is brought to you by a partnership of organisations who are passionate 
about introducing young people to Jesus; who understand and support the on-
going work that churches and particularly youth leaders put into their groups 
week after week. Here are the organisations and where can you found out 
more… 
 
Viz-A-Viz Ministries 
Viz-A-Viz Ministries exists to communicate the Christian message in relevant 
ways to people today. We work alongside churches, youth groups, 
organisations and individuals to present the Gospel at every opportunity. Taste 
(Band), Envizage (Theatre Company) and Dennis Pethers (Evangelist and 
Speaker) are just a few of the team you can book to help you reach out to 
others in your community. For further information ask one of us how we can 
help you or visit www.vizaviz.org 
 
Scripture Union 
Scripture Union in Havering is part of an international mission movement 
working with churches in more than 130 countries to bring the good news 
about Jesus Christ to children, young people and families. As well as our 
network of volunteers we run holidays, camps, missions, year out 
programmes, church based events, training programmes, and work in schools 
and produce a wide range of publications and resources.  
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Visit us at www.scriptureunion.org.uk or call Richard Shaw our local field 
worker on 01708 730032 or email him at richards@scriptureunion.org.uk for 
more information on how to get involved! 
 
Girls’ Brigade England & Wales 
The Girls’ Brigade’s aim is to share the Gospel with children and young people, 
and to encourage them to live as Christians in their world.  On a weekly basis, 
GB in England and Wales connects with around 25,000 children and young 
people.  Our interactive approach engages the whole child; enabling them to 
develop and connect with God through many fun and challenging activities 
throughout the year. Our ministry includes: week by week outreach, 
evangelism, discipleship and leadership training for (primarily) girls and young 
women in local GB groups and ARISE: a Christ-centered, child-focused 
evangelism and discipleship partnership with Viz-A-Viz Ministries. Check out: 
www.girlsbrigadeew.org.uk to find out more, or contact us on: 
gbco@girlsbrigadeew.org.uk 
 
Diocese of Chelmsford 
The Diocese of Chelmsford is the organisational structure for the Church of 
England in East London and Essex.  It's five marks of mission are: 
To proclaim the good news of the Kingdom 
To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 
To respond to human need by loving service 
To seek to transform unjust structures of society 
To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the 
earth. 
www.chelmsford.anglican.org 
 
Partner contact details: 

 
Viz-A-Viz Ministries 
(& SOLID Office) 
Phoenix Court 
Christopher Martin Rd 
Basildon  
Essex SS14 3EZ 
01268 530531 
www.vizaviz.org 
 
SU Havering 
St John’s Church Hall 
The Green 
Havering-atte-Bower  
Essex RM4 1QD  
01708 730032 
www.scriptureunion.org.uk 
 

Girls’ Brigade England & Wales 
PO Box 196  
129 Broadway 
Didcot 
Oxfordshire 
OX11 8XN 
01235 510425 
www.girlsbrigadeew.org.uk 
 
Diocese Of Chelmsford 
53 New Street 
Chelmsford 
Essex 
CM1 1AT 
01245 294400 
www.chelmsford-
anglican.org/index.html 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n  
 
SOLID exists to support the on-going ministry of youth and children’s leaders 
across Essex, East London and the wider area by providing quality events that 
enable children and young people to encounter Jesus in a relevant way. 
 
The annual SOLID Youth Festival (school year 7+) and the Junior SOLID 
day (school years 3-6), are exciting and engaging evangelistic, activity and 
worship events which have gained an excellent reputation for not only being 
great fun, but for helping many children and young people come to know 
Jesus.  
 
We also provide SOLID Training events for youth leaders, children’s leaders 
and emerging leaders, and SOLID Worship events for youth groups. We’ll 
keep you informed of all these and you can check out everything on the 
website. 
 
This information pack is designed to give you enough information to decide 
whether you want to bring your group to SOLID.  If, having read this, you still 
have questions please don’t hesitate to call the SOLID office and ask!  This 
information pack covers only SOLID Youth Festival, catering for those of school 
year 7 and above.  If you require the information pack for Junior SOLID, for 
school years 3-6, please contact us. 
 
Once you are booked in we will send you confirmation of your booking. Then 4 
weeks before the event we will send you a final Event Pack with full details of 
the weekend including a timetable, catering arrangements and all the activities 
on offer. 
 
The SOLID Office is located at Viz-A-Viz Ministries, contact details as previous 
page. 
 
Updates and further details of all SOLID events can be found at 
www.solidnet.org.uk 

 
 

W h a t ’ s  N e w  f o r  2 0 0 9  
 
Every year we work hard to develop the event and create new activities and 
this year is no different. Keep an eye on the website for all the stuff we are 
trying to cram into the weekend. We will update it with all the bands, activities 
and inflatables as we confirm them during the year. It will also have 
information about the other SOLID events happening throughout the year.  
 
If you would rather be kept informed of all the details via email, please send 
your email address to solid@vizaviz.org.  We send out updates roughly every 6 
weeks – or when we have got something really exciting to tell you!! 
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T i c k e t  I n f o  - What ticket is what? 

 
Weekend Activity Ticket – your pass for the entire weekend includes all site 
facilities and 5 activity vouchers for Stubber’s Adventure Activities. See ‘What 
is Happening’ for how these work. 
Bunkhouse Place – these are bunk beds in already-erected frame tents with 
8 beds to each bunkhouse. To stay in these you need to pay an additional cost. 
There are 192 beds available but they need to be booked fairly early. Please 
also note that if your group doesn’t come in ‘neat numbers’ of 8 you may be 
sharing a bunkhouse with people from another youth group.  Leaders can pitch 
their own tents next to bunkhouses. 
Saturday Ticket – If you are not too sure about bringing your group for the 
whole weekend you can come just for Saturday. Your ticket is valid from 9am 
to midnight and includes 5 activity vouchers. 
Leader’s (non-activity) weekend ticket – as a weekend ticket without the 
activity vouchers for leaders. 
Leader’s (non-activity) Saturday ticket – yep! Just for Saturday without 
the vouchers! 
Combined Leaders Ticket – A non-activity ticket for leaders coming to both 
youth and Junior SOLID. 
 

H o w  T o  B o o k  
 
1. Each person coming to SOLID must complete a booking form in full, 

both young people and leaders. Booking forms are available from the 
SOLID office or the website. 

2. Each young person must have parental consent to attend. 
3. Payment must be made in full when booking. Cheques are payable to 

‘SOLID’. 
4. Tickets or bunkhouse places at SOLID may NOT be reserved. Bookings 

are only made when booking forms and payment are received. 
5. Additions to your group may be made at a later stage subject to 

availability. 
6. Send your booking forms and payment (cheques payable to ‘SOLID’) to: 
 SOLID, Viz-A-Viz Ministries, Phoenix Court, Christopher Martin Road, 

Basildon, Essex, SS14 3EZ. Make sure you put enough stamps on! 
7. Bookings for tickets received before the 27th March 09 will be 

entitled to the Early Bird Discount. Final booking deadline is 26th June 
2009. 

8. Booking confirmation will be sent to the group leader on receipt of your 
booking.  

9. Bunkhouse places must be ordered at the time of booking.  
10. Final Event details will be sent out 4 weeks before the Festival along with 

final confirmation of your group’s booking and full programme for the 
weekend. 

 
 

Cancellations 
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Cancellations are entitled to a refund, less £5 to cover admin costs, if notified 
before 20th May 09. Any cancellation after this will forfeit all fees. 

 
A c c o m m o d a t i o n  
 
Weekenders have 2 options: 

 
1. Hire a bunkhouse at £5 per bed. These are modern, spacious frame tents 

with bunk beds. Each bunkhouse sleeps 8 and must be single sex. If your 
group is not in groups of 8, then you may be sharing with members of 
another group. Bunks are allocated on a first come first served basis. So if 
you want a comfortable night’s sleep book early – there are only 192 beds 
available!  

 
2. Bring your own tents, caravan, camper-van for free! Please note, the 

access point to the camping field is not designed for large vehicles, so only 
bring a caravan if you really need to and at your own risk! 

 
You need to bring sleeping bags and pillows, whichever accommodation you 
choose. 
 
On departure, your bunkhouse or camping area must be left clean and clear of 
rubbish. A charge will be made if your area is not left in a satisfactory state. 
 
 
 
 

F o o d  
 
You have a number of options: 
 
1. Self-catering. There are two mess marquees with cooking facilities, 

fridges, freezers, urns and a BBQ barrel located within the Bunkhouse 
areas. These are available to both bunkhouse-ers and campers. Campers 
can obviously bring their own equipment but note that open fires are NOT 
permitted. 

 
2. Food Outlets. The Romford YMCA barbeque will be available on site. Full 

details will be in your final Event Pack. 
 
3. Caterers. Why not ask someone from your church to deliver a cooked meal 

to your camp-site? They just need to sign in at SOLID Information Desk 
before being allowed on site. 
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W h a t  i s  H a p p e n i n g ?  
 
A quick run down on the weekend: 
 
Friday:  
5pm onwards – access to the campsite 
7.00pm – 12.30am marquee programmes  
 SOLID begins with an exciting intro to the weekend gathering everyone 

together for a massive event on the main field. 
 Next up is a fun packed worship event in the SOLID Marquee featuring the 

worship band, drama and a speaker.  
 LateNightSOLID will run from 10pm to midnight and feature bands, fun, 

entertainment and LateNightWorship – there will be something for 
everyone! 

 
Saturday:  
8am till gone midnight. 
Day visitors can join us at any time and stay till midnight. 
The busiest day of the weekend, you will need to plan your day to make the 
most of everything on offer: 
 SOLID Start – From 8am. Start your day with a free croissant and worship. 
 SOLID Adventure Activities – Run from 9.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm 

to 4.30pm.  Activities available on the day might include… 
Canoeing, mountain boards, climbing, challenge course, banana rides, 
raft-building, sailing, tunnelling, jeep driving, rifle shooting, archery, 
abseiling, high ropes course, crate stacking. 
Every Activity Ticket includes 5 Activity Vouchers. Each activity is 
graded, e.g. Sailing = 3 vouchers, tunnelling = 1 voucher and you can 
spend your Vouchers however you like. Additional Activity Vouchers may 
be purchased on the day, subject to availability. 

 SOLID Fridge – is the focus for all the alternative activities during the day, 
including fun, games, interviews with band members, workshops and 
entertainment. There’s also a Boy’s zone and a Girl’s zone so you can chill 
and chat with friends. 

 SOLID Sport – programme runs throughout the day including the ever-
popular 5-a-side football tournament, great inflatable games and back by 
popular demand the skate ramp and football cage! 

 SOLID Worship – our main marquee event again brings our focus back to 
God with sung worship, drama and a speaker. 

 LateNightSOLID – great bands plus another opportunity to chill out and 
wind down before bed. 

 
Sunday:  
9.30am till 1pm 
An interactive morning workshop programme followed by a final Worship 
Event including communion in the main marquee. 
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L e a d e r s ’  A d v i c e  
 
A few suggestions that will help you prepare for SOLID 2009: 
 
1. Don’t leave your booking until the last minute – give your group a deadline 

to return their money. Due to demand we may not be able to accept 
bookings made within 3 weeks of the event. 

 
2. Camping   

- ask others from your church to help set up your tents. Access to the 
camp site is only available from 5pm on Friday. 

- ask someone to bring over a cooked meal during the weekend. 
- ask extra leaders to join the group on Saturday to relieve those who are 

sleeping over. 
- pitch your tent so you can see all the others in your group! 

 
3. Hate Camping? Then get your group organised and book bunkhouse places! 

There are 192 available and they are usually pretty much filled by Easter. 
 
4. Finally, want a quiet night? Make sure your group knows your expectations! 

It’s your responsibility to ensure they are in their tents/bunkhouses and are 
quiet at night.  Don’t expect the Stewards to keep groups quiet – they are 
there for your safety NOT your sleep! Work with the other group leaders 
around you to ensure everyone gets some sleep. 

 
H e l p  U s  –  join the volunteer team 
 
SOLID can only deliver this fantastic weekend with the support and hard-work 
of a large team of volunteers. We need stewards, prayer teams, detached 
workers, set up and pack down teams and generally helpful people! If you 
have a few spare people in your church or more leaders than you need at any 
time of over the weekend, please let us know! We’d love to use them. You can 
download application forms from the website. 
 
Young leaders If you have over 16 year-olds who have been to SOLID before, 
we’d love them to work as team members. They can still camp with your 
group, but we’ll use them as stewards during the day. They will get a 
discounted ticket price but still be able to enjoy what’s on offer. Discounts are 
as follows: 
Weekend stewards Free entry They will be on the rota for the weekend 

with time off to be with your group. 
Saturday stewards Free day pass or £10 if staying all weekend 
Session stewards £10 off ticket price. A session is a morning or 

afternoon 
 
Get in touch with the office for more details. 
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I m p o r t a n t  S m a l l  P r i n t  
 
Everything official you need to know about SOLID: 
 
 All Groups must have at least one adult leader (over 18) per ten young 

people. 
 Young people are the full responsibility of the group leader. 
 Financial and legal responsibility of SOLID is jointly owned by Viz-A-Viz 

Ministries, SU Havering, GB England & Wales and The Diocese of 
Chelmsford. 

 SOLID’s Management consists of Richard Shaw (Chair), Sue Hunt (Project 
Manager), Dennis Pethers, Peter Taylor, Richard Keeler, Mark Pape, Kat 
Bevis, Joy Clark and Karen Tullett. 

 SOLID has full insurance cover; Stubbers’ and SOLID have public liability 
insurance for up to ten million pounds. 

 SOLID has 24-hour stewards and security. 
 All SOLID events are subject to license. 
 SOLID Management reserves the right to remove any persons behaving in 

an unreasonable manner. It is the responsibility of the group leader to 
ensure their removal from the site. 

 
S a f e t y  
 
SOLID Management are keen that SOLID is a safe environment for all those 
concerned. Group/youth leaders are responsible for the actions of their young 
people at all times. We ask all those that attend to follow these guidelines: 

 
1. Young people should respect the opposite sex by keeping only to their own 

accommodation. 
2. All campers should remain silent and in their own tents overnight between 

12:30am-7:00am. Group Leaders are responsible for ensuring their group’s 
compliance. Night security stewards will be patrolling the site. 

3. No alcohol or illegal drug should be consumed at, or brought to, SOLID. 
4. No one should enter any unauthorised area (clearly marked). 
5. No one should touch or interfere with any equipment owned by Stubbers’, 

SOLID or those working on behalf of SOLID. 
 
If the weather is very hot we suggest that young people wear light clothes, 
bring a hat or cap of some description and sun block or cream. 
 
SOLID Management retains the right to insist on the removal from 
SOLID of any person acting in an unreasonable way which puts them, 
others, or the reputation of SOLID at risk. 
 



 

9 

S t u b b e r s ’  S i t e  R u l e s  
 
Site Rules respect the rights of all staff and visitors at Stubbers’ and exist to 
ensure that everyone enjoys their visit. 
 

 Keep off activity apparatus other than when under the direct 
supervision of Stubbers’ instructors. 

 Group leaders are responsible for the supervision and safety of their 
young people whilst at Stubbers’, especially after dark. 

 Keep off the boat jetties and landing stages. Be very careful around 
the banks of the lakes. 

 No swimming or paddling other than when in a session supervised by 
Stubbers’ Staff. 

 Put all litter in the bins provided. 
 Valuables are left in your tent / bunkhouse at your own risk. 
 Do not enter someone else’s tent or bunkhouse. 
 Do not leave your tent or bunkhouse after midnight except to use the 

toilets. 
 Smoking is not permitted on site. 
 Alcohol is not permitted on site. 
 Illegal drugs and substances are not permitted on site. 
 Footwear must be worn at all times. 
 Respect the privacy of others – keep away from other tents and 

bunkhouses. 
 There is to be no loud talking or music after midnight. 
 No dogs are permitted on site. 
 Fishing is not permitted. 

 
Group Leaders are responsible for: - 
1. Ensuring that the Stubbers’ site rules are adhered to. 
2. Supervision of their group at all times, including meal times. 
3. The conduct of all members of their group whilst on site. 
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H o w  T o  F i n d  S O L I D  2 0 0 9  
 

 
 

 


